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A Brief Account " 
O F JH 5 Ng | 

Illegal Proceedings 

and SINFUL DOCTRINES of 


FAMES BEDFORD 
Prieſt of Blunſome and Earith in Hunting- 


tn SHIRF, 


Who by many hath been eſteemed eminent, and above 
all the Prieſts in the Iſle of Fly for his oppoſing 
the People called QUAKERS. 


This is to diſcover his fruits and Dotirines both to Rulers, Prieſts and peo- 
ple, that both R: lers, Priejts and people may ſee the miquity that is 
: pheld among(t them, and which many of the Prieſts ſtill perſiſt inzthis is 
to diſcover to them a little of their abomination (among much more that 
they are forind in and of the horrible aid f hy thing that is committed 
m the Land, and in particular ty James Pedford Priejt of Blun- 
ſome nd Earith iz Huncingrog Shire, that ſo they that will uphold 
or countenance theſe Priefis iy, the vities maybe left without ex- 
crſe, and they that love Pb eFay ſave themſelves from that pet= 
verſe generation, dejtrogr h of bodies and ſo::ls for diſhoneſt 
gain. beca' ſe of whoſe iniquitzes the=Nitins deeply ſiffers and wants 
the true etal liſhment; for it is Right. ouſueſſe that ejtal liſheth a Nati 
on, aud Tniquity that confornds and imbondageth it ; So wark the fol- 
lowing account, wkich.is as it was certified from the bands of ſome sf the 
Srfferers hereafter mentioned,. who are known to be credivle and ho- 


nejt men, 
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London, Pringed for Thomas Simmons at the {igne of the 
Bull and A2onth near A lderſt ate, 1660. 
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as 
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The ſaid Prieſt Bedford his proceegi 
> ok of Earith for the fe iN'T; 
» 


He two former years h Belt Bas 
came into Fobx Cranwel Gd MN agok FLInmþs 
without leave, and ſent h Jp AUG 
at ſhear-day, but Fohn CMM MAIS to 
give him any C becauſe he was convinced in 
his conſcience that Tirhes now in the prieſthood of Chriſt 
ought not to be paid, and that ic was not equity that he- 

ſhould maintain ſuch aMiniſter as he is not taught by)wher 
upon the ſaid Prieſt Bedford fent his men and unlocke Fohx 
Cranwells barn door, and took away as much wool as they 
thought good,and alſo took away of his Hay and Corn what 
they wonld,and did caſt Foby Cranwell into Huntington Goal; 
So the Prieſt having dealt thus illegally (and as appears be« 
ing convited in his conſcience of the unlawfulnels of this 
his proceedings.) The twolaſt years,the Prieſt ſaid he would 
o on Legally, in the year 4658, he didfetch a warrant for 
oby Cranrell to bring him before two Juſtices to ſhew cauſe 
why 7ohz had not ſet forth his Tiche, which F C. did ſhew be- 
fore Juſtice Pedlry and Robert Vintener, fo after ſome words 
paſſed, they called three men to be (worn; then they did 
ask them w ae Lambs and ſheep Joby Cranwell had that year, 
and what Hay and Corn,and what they did value the Tithe 
of them to be worth that year ; and they did value iv at 127. 
almoſt; but if Foby would pay the Prieſt, they ſaid they 
would abate twenty ſhillings, 7b» told them he oweth the 

Prieſt nothing, nor would give him any thing ; Then rhe 
ſaid they would make a warrant for fifteen pounds, which 
they did; Anda while after Prieſt Bedford came with che 
Conſtable and took three Cows which was with calf, which 
the Conſtable ſaid was worth z5./.alſo they took 4 Carts,and 
4 pair of wheels which alſo was worth 15. pound, but they 
brought three again, and kept one' of them, ( iz. the 
beſt worth ſix pounds, and fo they took one and twenty 
pounds worth of goods for Tithes demanded but co the yalue 
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of twelve pounds,according to their own-account, But mark 
how. this big Prieſt hath added to his Iniquity, In the year 
I 5c, the ſaid James Bedford the prieft came violently with 
two rude fellows with him npon Toby Cranwells ground, and 
the prieſt ſaid to Tubu Cranwells Son. that he came for Tiche 
Hay, and Iobrs Son diſcharged them off his fathers ground, 
and che Prieſt ſaid he did not care for that, he came for his 
dues; ſo Tobzs Son whipped away their horſes (when the 
Prieſt would not remove them) upon which oneof the Prieſts 
men {wore that if he whipped away their horſes again, he 
would run. his fork into his belly, then che Prieſt ſaid 
he would bear him harmleſs” it it coſt him an hundred 


pounds, and the Prieſt then threatened to overthrow Ibn 


ranwells Cart, which Carc ſtood then loaden npon Johns 
own ground a little, way off chem;and Johns fon putting away 
the Prieſts horſes again, (notwithſtanding his and his mens. 
threatnings) the Prieſt rode galloping, and ſtriving to make 
Tobn Granwells horles overthrow the Cart; and John Crarwels 
Son told the Prieſt it was a ſhame for him to take away his 
Fathers goods in that manner; the Prieſt ſaid he could tinde 


in his heart, if he were not a Miniſter, to come.off his horſe 


and whip Ib Cranwells Son ; ſo the Prieſt forcibly took a-' 


way what Hay he would. 

And moreover the Prieſt his men came by night, & bound 
up and carried away halfan aker,and half another half aker 
of fo. Cranwells wheat, and about the worth of another rood 
of wheat the Prieſt took away for ſmal] Tithe, as he ſaid. 

And the ſajd Prieſts men violently took away of Fo. Cran- 
wells Barly & peaſe as much. as they would, never ſetcing out 
the Ticke,ſo that the quantity of or worth of all I.Cs.Goods 
Which chisPrieſt hath raken away cannot be certainlyknown, 
he hath taken away (o much in ſuch an illegal & fellonious 
manyer, as all that reads this may judge, and ſee what fruits 
7 Jahn ap forth by.theſe Teachers in this Nation, who pro- 
fefle to be Miniſters of the Goſpel, and, to take the cure of 
fouls, when thus they are found in Robbery and oppreſling 
the people, and to theſe unjuſt proceedings they take the 
more Liberty from. the Rulers not putting a ftopto them, 
pretending they have.theLaw & Government on their fides. 

To all the aforeſaid wicked attings of Prieſt Bedford, thoſe whoſe 

names 
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(5 . ; 
names are bereunto annexed, ht teſtifie the truth of the ſame, 
Richard Catlin, Stephen Chody, Matthew Peacock, 
Bennet Cranwel. | 

And likewiſe take notice of the further lllegal proceed- 

ings of the ſaid Fames Bedford againſt Thomas Purcas of Blun- 
me ; as firſt of all in the year, :655. it-ſcemed not enough 
for the ſaid Prieſt Bedford to caſt Thomas Purcas into priſon, but 
after he was forth of priſon, ſent his men tothe land of the 
ſaid Thomas P:rcas,, and took away what of his Hay and Corn 
they would. , And allo at another time the ſaid Prieſt ſent 
his mzan into his yard, and fetcht away a Pig after a felloni- 
ous manner, and ſaid his Maſter would bear hinr harmleſle. 
Moreover inthe year 1558. the ſaid Famrs Bedford caft the 
ſaid ThomasPurcas into priſon again, where he continued nine 
weeks, and after he was forth of .Priſon., he ſent his men 
npon the land of the ſaid Thomas Purcas, and tock away from 
him what they would, as aforeſaid. And moreover m the 
year 1659. Prieſt Bedford himſelf came upon a land of the ſaid 
Thomas Purcas, & beat off the ſaid Thomas his Team, and took 
away all the Grain of that Land except three Sheaves 3 And 
yet notwithſtanding all this his ſo wicked aQings, his cove 
touſneſle in all this was not fatisfhed, but ſent his men ro a+ 
nother land of the ſaid Thomas, and out of fix ſhockes took a- 
way five and left but one , and his ſervant' Thomas Bar by. 
force pulled away the ſheaves out of the ſaid Thomas his carr, 
and other of his men at ſeveral other times did the like. 

To all which aforeſaid ſeveral afions done by the ſaid Prieſt and. 
his men, there are many witneſſes can teſiifie the ſame; where= 
fore men may here plainly ſee what ſpirit this Prieſt Bedford is 
of, and in what paths be walks,even in the ſteps of the falſe pro= 
phets which Chriſt propheſied of, which ſhould appear in ſheeps 
cloathing, but inwardly ravening Wolvzs,as by his fruits a=. 
foreſaid he is made manifeſt, Mat. 7, 15. 


And now ſeeing this ſaid Prieſt Beford hath been hadin great. 
eſteem for an eminent diſpurant againſt the ©uakers, and. 
after a meeting that John Whitehead had with him at Had- 
nam in the Ie of Ely, Juſtice Cajtle of Hadnam did eſteem of 


this Prieſt Bedford above all the Priefts in the 1e.of Ely, in. 


ſaying That he bad done more ( in diſputing git John, 
bite. 


Whitehead ) then any $42] ix the Tle of Ely would have 
done, and ſo he ſet him above all the Prieſts in that Ile, 
(though his folly and confuſion was plainly manifeſt both . 
' at thar meeting and other places; ) Therefore take notice 
of ſome of the Prieſts Dofrines here , from whence the - 
Readers hereof may eafily judge what an ignorane com- 
my of Prieſts they have in the Te of Ely , if this Peſt 
edford be above them all. | 


Pr. At the ſaid meeting, he the ſaid Prieſt Bedford deny- 
ed that every man # enlightned with a ſpiritual Light, and aftiem- 
ed that the light within l:d men to murther, inſtancing for his 
proof, John 16. 2. and Pauls perſecuting the Saints. 

Anſw. Chriſt is the true Light that lighteth every man that com- 
eth into the Vorld, and his light wich which he enlighrens e- 
very man is Spiritual; ſo thePrieſtin ſaying that the light 
within led men to murther , he hath blaſphemed againſt che 
Light of Chriſt , who came not deſtroy mens lives but to ſave 
them; and the gifts of his light or grace which he gives free- 
ly unto man-kinde, are of the ſame Nature that Chriſt is of 
trom whence they flow forth, and what Pay! did in perſecut- 
ing the Saints, he did itignorantly and not by the light,for 
the light ſhewed him his tranſgreſſionin ſo doing, and they 
ſpoken of Fohn 16. 2. who thought they did God ſervice in 
killing che Saints were not led by the lighc, for they and 
their rhoughts were deceived by him who was a murtherer 
from the beginning. | 

Pr. Ata meeting which was at Blunſmme Steeple-houſe the 
fourteenth day of the ewelfth moneth, where George White- 
head oppoſed the ſaid Prieſt Bedford, the Prieſt ſcoffed ar 
quaking and trembling, judging it to be of the Devil, as alſo 
he did at falling down (as ſome have done when they were 
ſmitten by the power of God.) 

Anſ. Here the prieſt ſcoft at «the power of God, and re- 
proached its work, which cauſed Moſes to quake, and Davids 
fleſh cotremble, and him to morne all the day long, and the 
word of the Lord ſaid unto Ezekzel, Son of man , eat thy bread 
with quaking , and Pay! fell down to the earth when he was 
ſmitren, and hetrembled, and ſaid work out your ſalva- 
tion with fear and rrembling, and Thr fell down at the _ 

(0 


of Chriſt; many more exenplen might be ſhewn for this a- 
- gainſt Pr, Bedfords blaſphemy, whom we ask if it was not the 


power of God that cauſed the Devils to tremble ? Surely he 


© 35 not come fo farre as the devils were,to acknowledge. the 
. powerof Gcd, when they confefſed to the Name of Jeſus, 


Exze. 12.17, 18. Als, 9. 4. 6b. Rev: '. 17. Fon 
Ar. Bedford ſceft at the Quakers ſilent meeting, and caled it a 


. Rediculous Foppery. 


Anſ. So he might as well have ſcoft at Job and his Friends 
for litting upon the ground together in ſilence ſeven dayes 
and ſeven nights, 195. 2.13-ch.2.1, And at Ezekiel, who 
witneſſed the like, Ezek; 3. 15, 16, 19. And faith theLord, 
keep filent O yee I{lands before me , and let the People re» 
new their ſtrength; ſo the Prophets and Holy men of God 
knew a time to be filent anda time toſpeak, and in filence 
they waiting renewed their ſtrength. | 

Pr. Bedford much ſcoffed at going naked; Inftancing @ friends 
going naked in Cm 

Anſ. So he wonld have ſcoffed at the Prophet Iſays, going 
nzked and barefoot for a fign anda wonder, Iſa. 20. and at 
Sarls being naked a day and a night when the Spirit of the 
Lord was upon him, and therefore it was ſaid 15 Saul alſo a- 
mong the Prophets? 15am. 19.23, 24+And ſome of the ſervants 
of the Lord in this age, have been moved to go naked, for a 
ligne to thoſe whole ſhame and nakednels the Lord would 
diſcover, as he hath done the prieſts nakedneſs , and the 
Schollers of Cambridge their ſhame and filthinels, fince the 


friend went naked there. 


. Pr. Afirmed that the Suakers tread under foot the word of God, . 
in denying the Scriptures to be the Word. 

Anſ. This is alſoa lie anda flander, for we own the Scrip- 

turesin their place in owning that to be. the Word which 
they fay is the Word, and that is God and Chriſt, who was 
before rhe Scriptures (which is the writtings) were z wherein 
arg the words that God ſpoke, but the word was before the 
words or writtings were. 
. «Pr, Afirmed that all the Scriptures from the 3 guns of Gene 
fs to the end of the Revelation is the ward of God , that the 
Devils words ate the word of God. 

Auſ. So you may ſee hexe this prieſt makes no —_—_ 

e- . 
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: 


between the Devils cards (hich are. in many places record) 


ed in the Scripture) and the word of God ,: buc.in counting 
| the Devils words: the word.of God, .he:would hece make 
the Divella Minter of Gods word , and hereall may fee his 
blaſphemy, for the Devil was a liar from the begining , as 
| he was when he tempted the woman,and ſpoke quite contra- 
ry towhac God had ſaid, Gen. 3. 3, 4+ 3+ 8 
Pr, That the Colledges were uot built by the Papiſts , for be ſaid 
the Colledge at Trruſalem was before the Papifts were,\ 2 Kin 22. 44, 


4 Hp . TY 
— 


Anſ. See what a filly prieſt this is, the Colledge (fo called) 


at Jeriifalem was bur. one, and theres no mention of any be- 


. ing made Miniſtersac it ; but chat Huldab a Propheteſs dyelt - 


in that 'Colledge, who ſpoke the words of the Lord, ſuch'a 
paeas the prieſts will not allow topreach 3; bur here are ma-+ 
ny Colledges in-Ergland, at Oxford and Cambridge , which 
this prieſt Bedford couldnot + clear from being built by Pa« 
piſts. Alſo this Prieft 'Bedfords deceit and lies againſt ghe 
people of God called Quakers, was taken notice of in many 
other things which he read in a book; as he bad gathered 
them our of the prieſts books;and thac he durſt not ac all fair- 
ly diſpute with G. #bithead at the ſaid meeting, bur filled up 
much.of che time with vain ſtories, lyes, and (coffing, laugh 
ing,. and filthy talk not fit to be- mentioned, of which many 
of his hearers were ſo aſhamed, till many of them cryed out 
againſt him, andſome (aid he was mad, and others asked 
what-he was elſe. but a beaſt? When he ſpoke much of a 


Quakers calling him a beaſt, which he was proved to be from 


Titus, 1. >Cs [ſy 12g 13. And thus poor people have long been 
lekcaprive by ſuch prophane prieſts as this , whoſe propha- 
neſs is gone abroad, and will remaine upon record for furure 
ages,” by whoſe iniquities the ſoul of che Righteous is grie- 
ved,and this Nation greatly (uffereth þy reaſon of ſuch pro- 
phane Teachers, who are the Leaders hat cauſe the people 


to. erre: And how can ever a Nation be. ferled in peace, 


while ſuch are upheld by the Rulers to be leaders of thepeo- 
pleas opprefſe them, whoſe prafices RO rends to 
the ruin both of bodies and (ules;let the (erious conſider it, 


andche people lay it co heart. 


G.W. 
THE E ND. 


